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Karen Barrett, and Professor Peter Barrett, 

were proud and active members of the Trent 

University Community from 1967 through to 

their retirement in 1999.  Both born in 1939 in 

the little fishing village of Port Dover on Lake 

Erie, by 1948 they had carved their initials 

together into a maple tree.  Educated at 

Queen’s, and U. Toronto (Karen at St Hilda’s 

College, Peter at Devonshire House), in 1965 Karen and Peter sailed off to London as newlyweds where she 

worked for the Canadian High Commission, and he held a Postdoctoral Fellowship at Imperial College.  They 

returned to Canada in 1967 to settle in Peterborough, raising their family along the banks of the Otonabee 

River, downstream from Canada’s new and spectacular waterfront Campus in the Kawarthas.   

As a Professor at Trent for more than 30 years, Peter’s gifted teaching touched the lives of many 

students in his First-Year Chemistry and Environmental Sciences classes.   As a talented researcher and 

patented inventor he was elected Fellow of the Chemistry Institute of Canada, and served the University 

community as Dons-in-Residence of Trail College, Department Chair for a decade, and then another decade as 

Trent’s Dean of Science.  Karen helped secure the creation of Trent’s Bata Library ’67-’69 and its first 

collection.  Karen also helped found the Art Gallery of Peterborough in 1974, later being named 

Peterborough’s Volunteer of the Year.  She also wrote a weekly column for the Peterborough Examiner, 

hosted a weekly cable TV show reviewing books and interviewing Canadian authors, and from home published 

her freelance writing and painted her bright watercolours.  Peter passed away in August 2019, age 80, and 

rarely far apart for 75 years and heart-broken, Karen joined him 2 weeks later. 

Karen and Peter will both be remembered for how much they enjoyed forging the emerging Trent 

Culture of the 60’s and 70’s, with helping to establish early composting and recycling programs in 

Peterborough and fill-your-own-container organic food stores, and for their extensive home basement 

laboratories for hydroponic vegetables, basket-weaving, home wine and beer making, and pickles and 

preserves of all kinds.  Of all the roles Peter served at Trent, his favourite places on campus were always 

classrooms filled with bright eager Trent Students, and Karen was never happier than being surrounded by 

books, art, and stimulating conversations with the University community.  Their kind and gentle natures, witty 

senses of humour, and cheerful outlook will be missed by everyone who knew them. 

A celebration-of-lives and hymn-sing is planned in Peterborough for 1pm Sat September 28th 2019 at 

All Saints’ Church and Parish Hall.  A ‘Peter & Karen Barrett’ fund has been created at Trent University in both 

their names, to establish awards/bursaries for deserving undergraduate students in Environmental Chemistry.   

Scholarship donations with tax receipts can be made online at:    www.trentu.ca/chemistry 


